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Family  Ramariaceae Morphological Habit  coral

Ramaria gelatiniaurantia Marr & Stuntz

Distribution :  Endemic to the Pacific Northwest.  Known from eight sites within the range of the northern spotted
owl: CALIFORNIA, Del Norte Co., Jedediah Smith State Park, Howland Hill Rd.; Mendocino Co., Northern
California Coast Range Preserve, Elder Creek; OREGON, Clackamas Co., Mount Hood National Forest, near south
fork of Eagle Creek; Mount Hood National Forest, junction of Rd. 4610 and Rd. 150; Mount Hood national Forest,
Fish Creek Rd.; WASHINGTON, Clallam Co., Olympic National Park, Soleduc Falls; Pierce Co., Mount Rainier
National Park, Ipsut Creek; Skamania Co., Gifford Pinchot National Forest, off Rd. 43.

Distinguishing Features:  Characterized by a gelatinous, orange sporocarp that does not bruise or when it does it
is dull violet, with a yellow band on the stem, and with spores averaging 9.3 x 4.1 µm.  Ramaria sandracina differs by
having clamp connections.  Ramaria gelatiniaurantia var. gelatiniaurantia and R. gelatiniaurantia var. violeitinges are
separated from each other by the color of the apices, the macrochemical reaction with GUA, and the prominence or
rarity of gleoplerous hyphae in the base.

Season:  Fruits in October.

Substrate and habitat: Fruits in humus or soil and matures above the surface of the ground.  Associated with
Abies spp., Pseudotsuga menziesii, and Tsuga heterophylla.

Reference:  MARR, C.D. AND STUNTZ, D.E. 1973. Ramaria of Western Washington. Biblio. Mycol. 38:1-232.

Description:  SPOROCARPS 6-22 x 4-11 cm, white, pale yellow to yellow
immediately above substrate, exposed branches and apices orange, stem flesh
marbled, translucent gray-white alternating with waxy opaque-white areas, yellow
at least in the ultimate branches.  STEM  compound, up to 9 branches, connate,
gelatinous primary axes in various stages of development, mostly dichotomous,
axils acute to turbinate and branches scarcely divergent, internodes elongating
up to 4 cm in length, lower branches sometimes laterally fused, up to 2 cm in
diam, upper branches slender, commonly 1-4 mm in diam, forked to finely
divided near the apices; apices mostly acute, gelatinous, especially in the
base when fresh.  FLESH in stem inamyloid, PYR, ANW, GUA, PHN and
ANO negative.  ODOR fabaceous.  TASTE not distinctive.  FLESH of
interwoven hyphae, 3-5 µm in diam in the stem, of thin-walled, parallel
hyphae 3-12 µm in diam in the branches, walls smooth, surrounded by
gelatinous matrix, cyanophilic globular inclusions common, hyphae
frequently vesicular near septa, 9-17 µm in diam, walls of the swellings up to
2 µm in diam, ornamented in the stipe, less ornamented in the branches.
GLEOPLEROUS HYPHAE rare, 2-3.5 µm diam.  SUBHYMENIA  of thin-walled,
interwoven, 2-3 µm in diam.  BASIDIA  clavate, 70-82 x 8-11 µm, 4-spored.  STERIGMATA  4-5 µm long, straight.  CLAMP
CONNECTIONS absent.  SPORES subcylindrical, 8-11 x 3.5-5 µm, (mean = 9.3 x 4.1), ornamented with small,
cyanophilous warts.

ROD name Ramaria gelatiniaurantia

P
ho

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 M

.A
. C

as
te

lla
no

P
ho

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 C

. M
ar

r


