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Family  Cortinariaceae Morphological Habit  mushroom

Phaeocollybia californica A.H. Smith

Description:  CAP 20-80 x 10-30 mm, convex-campanulate with more or less
acute umbo, glabrous, glutinous, some shade of yellow-brown to orange-brown,
becoming red-brown in age.  CONTEXT  white in central disc, staining red.  GILLS
pink-brown or yellow-brown aging to bright rusty-brown.  STEM  aerial portion
(15-) 20-80 x 4-8 mm, cartilaginous, stuffed soon becoming hollow, apex pale
brown at first, becoming dark orange to red-brown in age.  PSEUDORHIZA  up to
200 mm, red-brown ending in a salmon-colored thready rhizomorph.  ODOR
faint or not distinctive.  TASTE occasionally faintly bitter.  CHEILOCYSTIDIA  a
mixture of hyaline, thin-walled lageniform and thick-walled secretory
tibiiform elements, the later with 2 µm capituli, elongated 1-1.5 µm necks
and widely inflated bases.  CLAMP  CONNECTIONS absent.  SPORES limoniform
or elongated amygdaliform with pronounced straight apical beak, 8-10 x
4.8-6 µm, heavily ornamented, in KOH dark orange-amber.

Distribution :  Endemic to the Pacific Northwest.  Known from 20 sites within the range of the northern spotted
owl: CALIFORNIA, Del Norte Co., near Crescent City; Humboldt Co., near McKinleyville, Murray Rd.; King
Range Conservation Park; Mendocino Co., Van Damme State Park, Fern Canyon trail; Shasta Co., Castle Crags State
Park; OREGON, Benton Co., Dinner Creek; Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Salem District, Bellfountain Rd.;
Douglas Co., BLM, Roseburg District, near Elk Creek; BLM, Roseburg District, Myrtle Creek; Josephine Co.,
Grants Pass; Takilma; Lane Co., Bunker Hill; Cedar Creek; Elmira; Siltcoos; Lincoln Co., Van Duzer wayside;
Multnomah Co., Mount Hood National Forest, Larch Mountain; Tillamook Co., Cape Meares State Park; Siuslaw
National Forest, Cascade Head Experimental Forest; WASHINGTON, Jefferson Co., Olympic National Park, Twin
Creek Research Natural Area.

Distinguishing Features:  Characterized by a cartilaginous stem
extending well below ground level as a pseudorhiza, a pale amber-brown to dark orange brown cap with a hollow
stem, a long thready pseudorhiza, and a dark cinnamon-brown spore print.  Phaeocollybia kauffmanii is much larger,
has a densely stuffed stem which does not become hollow, and it has clavate cheilocystidia.  Phaeocollybia piceae is
uniformly orange colored, has a stuffed stem, and clavate cheilocystidia.  Phaeocollybia sipei is uniformly orange
colored, has smaller, less ornamented spores, and clavate cheilocystidia.  Phaeocollybia spadicea is larger, lacks
amber or orange tones to the cap, has a densely stuffed stem covered with dense fibrillose patches, and smaller spores.

Season:  Fruits in March, May, October and November.

Substrate and habitat: Associated with the roots of Abies amabilis, Picea sitchensis, Pseudotsuga menziesii, and
Tsuga heterophylla.

Reference:  SMITH, A.H. 1957. A contribution toward a monograph of Phaeocollybia, Brittonia 9:195-216.

ROD name Phaeocollybia californica
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