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Fungal Portraits
No. 57 Lepiota subincarnata
Geoffrey Kibby
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n attractive, pale pink to deep reddish
brown species, Lepiota subincarnata J.E.
Lange may also be found in some works
under a later synonym of L. josserandii Bon &
Boiffard.

slightly astringent (however, see note about
toxicity below ). Spore deposit white.
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Microscopy
Spores ellipsoid-oblong, dextrinoid in Melzer’s
Iodine solution, (5.5-) 6.0–7.5 (-8) x 3.0–4.5 µm.
Cheilocystidia rather abundant, cylindricclavate, occasionally septate, 10–35 x 5–10 µm.
Pleurocystidia absent. Cap cuticle with erect,
cylindric elements 70–300(-400) x 6.0–15 µm,
with internal pigment.

Description
Cap 5–6 cm in diameter, varying in texture from
slightly flocculose to distinctly flocculose-scaly
(Fig. 2) or with large, appressed scales as shown
in Fig. 1. Centre of cap often broadly umbonate.
Colour from very pale pink brown to pinkish red
or vinaceous pink. Gills pale cream and rather
crowded. As with other species in the genus their
gills are free of the stem. Stem cylindrical to
slightly clavate, concolorous with the cap or
usually slightly darker with irregular fibrillosescaly zones below the distinct woolly ring-zone.
Odour slight but distinct, usually with a fruity
component overlaying the more typical
mushroomy odour. Taste unpleasant and
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Habitat
Often in small troops, saprotrophic on decaying
litter and soil, in hedgerows, gardens, waste
heaps and garden mulch. Also in both
broadleaved and coniferous woods on nutrientrich soils. Widespread in Britain and very
common in some areas, often preferring
disturbed ground.
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Toxicity
Extremely poisonous and potentially deadly,
containing amanitins and amatoxins. It can
cause renal and liver failure leading to death if
not treated in time. This is one of a group of small
Lepiota species known to contain these toxins
and as a general rule all small Lepiota species
should be avoided for culinary purposes.

examine, we both think this species is getting
commoner. This is based purely on our personal
observations but I would be interested to see if
this is the feeling of other mycologists also. The
FRDBI has 139 records of this species, mostly
dated after 1960 and with the large majority
after 1980.

Further reading

Notes
This was known for some time as L. josserandii,
now regarded as a synonym. It was also confused
with the equally poisonous L. helveola which is a
species from southern Europe.
In Britain it is most likely to be confused with
L. brunneoincarnata, L. subgracilis or possibly
L. castanea. Lepiota brunneoincarnata differs in
its usually darker, more vinaceous-brown to
purplish cap colours and larger spores (7–10 µm
long); it is also very poisonous. L. subgracilis
differs in its more grey-brown cap colours with
only a hint of pink and much longer spores (9–13
µm); L. castanea is a much richer, reddish-brown
to rust red colour and has cylindric, spurred
spores.
In conversations with Ted Brown who has
brought in numerous collections to Kew for me to
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