
Psilocybe (Fr.) P. Kumm. JAN VESTERHOLT

Deconica (W.G. Sm.) P. Karst., Melanotus Pat.

Frb mycenoid, collybioid to crepidotoid, with dull brown to black sp deposit. Cap 2-60 mm, smooth, 
rarely slightly velvety, mostly viscid to slimy, mostly hygrophanous, mostly with brown colours, 
sometimed tinged blue. Gills adnate to adnexed or emarginate, distant to crowded, mostly broad, 
becoming reddish brown to dull brown or almost black, sometimes tinged purplish. Stem mostly 
cylindrical. Veil in some species abundant, both on cap and stem, sometimes appendicalute at cap 
margin, sometimes forming a ring zone on the stem, in other species very fugacious or seemingly 
absent. Smell indistinct or farinaceous, in some species sweetish. Taste indistinct or farinaceous, 
rarely bitter. Sp deposit dull brown, blackish brown or black, sometimes tinged purple. 
 Sp ellipsoid to ovoid, rhomboid or hexagonal in face view, smooth, mostly with a distinct germ 
pore, rather thin-walled to distinctly thick-walled, honey-coloured to brown, without iodine reac-
tions. Cheilocystidia mostly ± lageniform. Pleurocystidia absent. Pileipellis a cutis or an ixocutis. 
Clamps present or absent.
 Saprotrophic on wood, dung, moss, soil, wood and herbaceous litter.
 22 species in the Nordic countries, 24 species in the key. Blueing species are hallucinogenic, 
often powerful. Phylogenetic studies have shown that the genus as presented here is polyphyletic, 
but it is decided here not to split the genus before the lectotypification with P. montana, a species 
not containing psilocybin, has been reconsidered. With P. montana as type, the spcecies containing 
psilocybin should be excluded from Psilocybe.

Lit.: Guzman 1983, Ludwig 2001, Noordeloos 1998, Nordeloos in Bas et al. 1999, Watling & Gregory 
1987.
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Fig. 849. Spores and cheilocystidia: A: Psilocybe inquilinus, B: P. crobulus, C: P. micropora, D: P. montana.
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Fig. 847. Spores and cheilocystidia: A: Psilocybe merdaria, B: P. coprophila, C: P. turficola, D: P. subcoprophila.
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Fig. 845. Spores and cheilocystidia: A: Psilocybe phillipsii, B: P. horizontalis, C: P. cyanescens, D: P. semilanceata.



#

1. Expanded frb with eccentric stem 2
 - Frb with central stem 3

2. Cap translucently striate, with a gelatinous layer; mainly on grasses, but also on Carex, 
Juncus, etc. Cap 2-11 mm, circular to kidney-shaped seen from above, convex to plane, often 
wavy, viscid to slimy, yellowish buff to pinkish brown, hygrophanous; gills adnate, be-
coming pale brown; stem first central, then strongly eccentric, 1-3 x 0.5-1 mm, concolorous 
with cap or reddish brown. Sp 5-7 x 3-4 µm, ellipsoid to ovoid, slightly thick-walled, with a 
distinct germ pore (fig. 845A); cheilocystidia lageniform. Spring to autumn; very common 
in temp., rarely recorded but likely to be overlooked in hemib.-suba.; DK (LC), FI (DD), FO, IS 
(Su), NO (NE), SE (LC). – B&K 4:418, C&D 1278, FAD 65C (as Pleurotus roseolus), Lud 72.25. 
P. phillipsii (Berk. & Broome) Vellinga & Noordel.  (Melanotus p. (Berk. & Broome) Singer, 
M. caricicola (P.D. Orton) Guzmán)

 - Cap not translucently striate, without a gelatinous layer; on wood, rarely on textiles. Cap 
2-17 mm, circular to ellipsoid or kidney-shaped seen from above, convex to plane, smooth 
to velvety, dry, dull brown to orange brown, not distinctly hygrophanous, at margin some-
times with appendiculate veil; gills adnate, becoming greyish brown; stem first central, then 
strongly eccentric, 2-7 x 0.5-2 mm, cylindrical, concolorous with cap or darker; taste mild 
to bitter. Sp 6-8 x 4-5 µm, ellipsoid to ovoid, slightly thick-walled, with a distinct germ pore 
(fig. 845B); cheilocystidia lageniform. In NO only found on an old hemp rope and a door 
mat; summer to winter; rare in temp.; DK (LC), NO (NE), SE (NE). – Bol Bres 48:16, Lud 72.27, 
ZM 76:19. 
P. horizontalis (Bull.) Vellinga & Noordel.  (Melanotus h. (Bull.) P.D. Orton, M. proteus 
(Kalchbr.) Singer s. auct.)

3. Stem base turning ± blue 4
 - Stem base not turning blue 9

4. Gill edge gelatinous, separable. Cap 4-35 mm, convex to expanded, sometimes umbonate, 
viscid, reddish brown to olivaceous brown, hygrophanous, not translucently striate; gills 
adnexed, ventricose, dark clay-coloured, becoming purplish brown; stem 15-30 x 1-2 mm, 
cylindrical or with base widened to 4 mm, white, turning bluish near the base; smell aro-
matical, strong. Sp 13-14.5 x 7.5-10 µm, ovoid to amygdaloid, thick-walled, with a distinct 
germ pore; cheilocystidia lageniform with narrow neck, sometimes forked. On horse dung; 
late summer to autumn; very rare in temp.-hemib.; SE (Sk, Gtl). – FND 4: pl. 9. 
P. liniformans Guzmán & Bas

 - Gill edge not gelatinous 5

5. Young frb with distinct veil on cap and stem top; on dung of cow and horse. Cap 10-25 mm, 
bell-shaped, later convex, mostly with an umbo, viscid, dark brown to sepia, later yellowish 
brown, hygrophanous, not or only slightly translucently striate near margin; gills adnexed 
to adnate, becoming dark brown with an olive tinge; stem 20-100 x 1-4 mm, cylindrical or 
with slightly widened base, white, turning yellowish brown and bluish near the base; smell 
farinaceous. Sp 12.5-15 x 7.5-8.5 x 7-8 µm, ellipsoid to ovoid, thick-walled, with distinct 
germ pore; cheilocystidia lageniform with a narrow neck, sometimes forked. Autumn; rare 
in temp.-southern bore.; DK (DD, Sj: Dronningmølle), FI (DD), SE (LC). – FND 4: pl. 8, Lud 
72.12, OPN 13B, Svp 30:24. – Hallucinogenic. 
P. fimetaria (P.D. Orton) Watling

 - Veil absent or indistinct; not directly on dung 6

6. On wood chips or garbage heaps; stem 2.5-10 mm broad. Cap 15-60 mm, bell-shaped to 
expanded, with or without a low umbo, viscid, yellowish brown to sordid brown, some-
times turning bluish, especially at margin, translucently striate in outer part, hygropha-
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nous, drying ochracous; gills adnexed to adnate or emarginate, becoming greyish brown 
to purplish brown; stem 25-90 mm long, cylindrical with a slightly widened base, whitish 
fibrillose on a yellow brown background, often turning bluish, especially when bruised; veil 
fugacious. Sp 9.5-14 x 6.5-8 µm, ellipsoid, thick-walled, with a distinct germ pore (fig. 845C); 
cheilocystidia lageniform. Autumn; very rare in temp.; DK (NA, Sj: Malmmosen), NO (NE, 
VA: Kristiansand). – Lud 72.13, OPN 13A, Phil 252d, RdM 45:267, Svp 29:37, •. – Strongly 
hallucinogenic. 
P. cyanescens Wakef.

 - In grass; stem 1-3.5 mm broad 7

7. Cap dry; with pileocystidia or cystidioid terminal elements in pileipellis. Cap 40-50 mm, 
conical, later expanded with an umbo, smooth, yellowish brown to greyish brown or dark 
brown, hygrophanous, drying ochraceous buff; gills narrowly adnate to almost free, becom-
ing dark grey brown with a violaceous tinge; stem 20-70 x 1-3.5 mm, cylindrical, pale buff at 
top, downwards ochraceous buff to dark brown, slowly turning blue green from the base; 
veil absent. Sp 10-11.5(-12) x 7-8 x 6-7 µm, ellipsoid to ovoid or mitriform, thick-walled, with 
a distinct germ pore. In grass; autumn; NL. – FND 4: pl. 11. – Probably hallucinogenic. 
P. puberula Bas & Noordel.

 - Cap slightly to distinctly viscid; without pileocystidia.

8. Cap acutely conical to acutely bell-shaped, not fully expanding; sp 10.5-15 x 6.5-8.5 µm (fig. 
845D). Cap 5-30 mm, viscid, greyish brown, translucently striate in outer part, hygropha-
nous, drying cream to pale yellowish; gills adnexed, becoming greyish brown to purplish 
brown; stem 50-120 x 1-3.5 mm, cylindrical or with a slightly widened base, whitish to pale 
buff, often bluish near the base; veil fugacious, but sometimes leaving a cortina zone at 
stem top. Sp ellipsoid, thick-walled, with a distinct germ pore; cheilocystidia lageniform to 
fusifom, with acute apex. In grassland, often in pastures and coastal meadows and manured 
soil, in open areas in forests, often with Deschampsia caespitosa; summer to late autumn; 
common in temp.-suba.; DK (LC), FI (LC), FO, IS, NO (LC), SE (LC). – B&K 4:451, Lud 72.8, Phil 
251f, R&H 451, Ves 315, •. – Hallucinogenic. 
P. semilanceata (Fr.) P. Kumm.

 - Cap conical, later low convex, sometimes with a small papilla; sp 10-13 x 5.5-7 µm. Cap 5-
20(-30) mm, viscid, sometimes greenish blue when young, then sordid brown, translucently 
striate in outer half, hygrophanous, drying greenish grey; gills adnexed, becoming very 
dark greyish grey; stem 40-85 x 1-3 mm, cylindrical or with widened base, whitish, turning 
yellowish brown from base, bluish in lower part, especially when bruised; veil fugacious. 
Sp ellipsoid, thick-walled, with a distinct germ pore; cheilocystidia lageniform to fusifom, 
with acute apex. In deciduous forests, outside the area also among mosses in grassland and 
at roadsides; autumn; very rare in temp.; NO (VA: Lyngdal). – FND 4: pl. 10, Lud 72.10, M&J 
5. – Hallucinogenic. 
P. strictipes Singer & A.H. Sm.  (P. callosa (Fr.: Fr.) Quél. s. auct. p.p.)

9. Sp on av > 10 µm long; thick-walled 10
 - Sp on av < 10 µm long, thin- or thick-walled 19

10. Sp ± hexagonal in front view; ± flattened 11
 - Sp ellipsoid to ovoid in front view, not distinctly flattened 14

11. Veil forming a fibrillose or membranous ring zone on the stem 12
 - Veil rather fugacious not forming af distinct ring zone 13
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12. Sp 13-17 x 8.5-11 x 7.5-9.5 µm. Cap 12-50 mm, convex to low convex with or without an 
umbo, strongly viscid, yellowish brown to sordid brown, slightly hygrophanous, translu-
cently striate at margin or not, at margin often with appendiculate veil; gills broadly adnate, 
becoming purplish grey brown; stem 25-70 x 2-6 mm, cylindrical, often with widened base, 
white to pale yellowish buff, with a membranous to fibrillose ring zone of veil, floccose 
below; smell sweetish. Sp hexagonal in front view, thick-walled, with a distinct germ pore; 
cheilocystidia ± lageniform. On dung of cow and horse; summer to autumn; rare in suba.; 
FO, IS. – FND 4: pl. 5. 
P. moelleri Guzmán  (Stropharia merdaria f. macrospora F.H. Møller)

 - Sp 11-13 x 7.5-9 x 7-8 µm (fig. 847A). Cap 10-40 mm, hemispherical to convex, viscid, buff to 
yellowish brown, hygrophanous, not translucently striate, at margin often with appendicu-
late veil; gills broadly adnate, becoming blackish brown; stem 30-90 x 1-6 mm, cylindrical, 
yellowish brown, whitish fibrillose. Sp hexagonal in front view, thick-walled, with a distinct 
germ pore; cheilocystidia ± lageniform. On dung of herbivores, e.g. horse, cow, elk, sheep 
and rabbit; summer to autumn; occasional in temp.-suba., but possibly decreasing; DK (LC), 
FI (LC), FO, IS, NO (LC), SE (LC). – B&K 4:447, FAD 143C, FND 4: pl. 6, Phil 252a, R&H 451. 
P. merdaria (Fr.: Fr.) Ricken

13. Cap vivid yellow orange; on soil, in the area known from dune grassland. Cap 7-25 mm, 
hemispherical to convex, umbonate, viscid; gills broadly adnate, becoming dark purplish 
brown; stem 30-60 x 1-4 mm, cylindrical or with slightly widened base, pale yellow. Sp 10-
14 x 7-9 x 6-8 µm, hexagonal in front view, thick-walled, with a distinct germ pore; cheilo-
cystidia ± lageniform. Summer to autumn; very rare in temp.-hemib.; DK (NA, Sj: Asserbo 
Plt.), NO (Østf: Fredrikstad), SE (Gtl, Sk). – Lud 72.14. 
P. laetissima Hauskn. & Singer  (P. callosa (Fr.: Fr.) Quél. s. auct. p.p.)

 - Cap yellowish brown to reddish brown; on dung of herbivores. Cap 2-25 mm, hemispheri-
cal to convex, viscid, hygrophanous, translucently striate in outer half; gills broadly adnate, 
becoming dark purplish brown; stem 6-40 x 0.5-2 mm, cylindrical, often with widened base, 
white to pale yellowish buff. Sp 10-14 x 6-9 x 5.5-8.5 µm, hexagonal in front view, thick-
walled, with a distinct germ pore (fig. 847B); cheilocystidia ± lageniform. Recorded from e.g. 
cow, horse, deer, sheep, rabbit and hare; spring to autumn; occasional in temp.-arc./alp.; DK 
(LC), IS, NO (LC), SE (LC). – B&K 4:444, Däh 613, Lud 72.22, M&J 1, Phil 251e. 
P. coprophila (Bull.: Fr.) P. Kumm.

14. Cap acutely conical to acutely bell-shaped, not fully expanding see P. semilanceata 8
 - Cap hemispherical to convex or bell-shaped, not acute 15

15. On peat and among living Sphagnum, Polytrichum, etc. 16
 - On dung 17

16. Sp 12-16 x 7-10 µm; stem with a ± distinct ring zone of white veil 
 see Phaeogalera stagnina p. 837

 - Sp 10-13.5 x 6.5-8 x 6-7 µm; stem without a distinct ring zone. Cap 10-30 mm, hemispherical 
to bell-shaped, later expanded with or without an umbo, viscid, reddish brown to greyish 
brown, hygrophanous, translucently striate in outer part, drying greyish buff; gills adnexed 
to emarginate, becoming dark greyish brown with purple tinge; stem 30-130 x 1.5-3 mm, 
cylindrical, pale brown, turning sordid brown from the base. Sp ± ovoid, thick-walled, with 
a distinct germ pore (fig. 847C); cheilocystidia lageniform to tibiiform. On peat and among 
living Sphagnum, Polytrichum; summer to autumn; occasional in hemib.-middle bore., very 
rare in temp.; DK, FI (LC), NO, SE (LC). – GBW 4:406, Lud 72.4, Phil 252b, •. 
P. turficola J. Favre  (P. atrobrunnea (Lasch) Gillet s. auct.)
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17. Veil fugacious, appendiculate at cap margin when young; stem 10-30 x 1-2 mm. Cap 3-15 
mm, hemispherical to convex, viscid, yellowish brown to sordid reddish brown, hygropha-
nous, translucently striate in outer part; gills broadly adnate, becoming dark purplish 
brown; stem cylindrical, pale yellowish buff with a darker reddish brown base. Sp 15-19.5 
x 8-10 µm, ellipsoid to narrowly ovoid, thick-walled, with a distinct germ pore (fig. 847D); 
cheilocystidia ± lageniform. On dung of herbivores, e.g. horse and sheep, less often of cow, 
donkey and hare; spring to autumn; occasional in temp.-arc./alp.; DK (EN), FI (LC), FO, IS, 
NO (LC, incl. Svb), SE (LC, Sk). – B&K 4:452, FND 4: pl. 7, Lud 72.24, R&H 452, •. 
P. subcoprophila (Britzelm.) Sacc.

 - Veil distinct and more persistent at cap margin and/or at stem top; stem mostly longer  
and broader 18

18. Cap greyish brown to dark brown see P. fimetaria 5
 - Cap yellowish brown, sometimes with an olive tinge. Cap 8-45 mm, conical to convex, later 

low convex with or without an umbo, viscid, yellowish to yellowish brown, hygropha-
nous, not translucently striate, at margin often with appendiculate patches of veil; gills 
broadly adnate, becoming purplish brown; stem 55-110 x 3-5 mm, cylindrical, pale yellow-
ish, becoming brownish towards base, whitish woolly fibrillose and often with a ring-like 
zone near the top. Sp 12-18.5 x 7.5-10 µm, ellipsoid to narrowly ovoid, thick-walled, with 
a distinct germ pore; cheilocystidia cylindrical to lageniform. On dung of horse and cow; 
summer to autumn; LT, NL. – BCat 1091. 
P. merdicola Huijsman

19. Sp thin-walled to slightly thick-walled 20
 - Sp distinctly thick-walled 25

20. Cap viscid, cuticle gelatinous and peeling off entirely 21
 - Cap dry to slightly viscid, not peeling 22

21. Sp 7-9(-10) x 4.5-6(-7) x 4-5(-6) µm (fig. 849A); veil scarce. Cap 4-20 mm, low conical to 
expanded, often with a small umbo, viscid, reddish brown, hygrophanous; gills broadly 
adnate or emarginate, becoming dull reddish brown; stem 8-20 x 1-1.5 mm, cylindrical, 
reddish brown with darker base. Sp ovoid to ± rhomboid, rather thin-walled, with a distinct 
germ pore; cheilocystidia ± lageniform. On dead leaves of grasses, less often on wood; 
spring to autumn; very common in temp.-suba., occasional in arc./alp.; DK (LC), FI (LC), FO, 
IS, NO (LC), SE (LC). – B&K 4:446, Lud 72.21, M&J 6, Phil 251a, R&H 453, •. 
P. inquilinus (Fr.: Fr.) Bres.  (incl. P. muscorum (P.D. Orton) M.M. Moser)

 - Sp 5.5-8 x 4-6 x 3.5-5.5 µm (fig. 849B); veil mostly abundant in young frb. Cap 4-20(-30) 
mm, low conical to expanded, often with a small umbo, viscid, yellowish brown to reddish 
brown, hygrophanous; gills broadly adnate or emarginate, becoming dull reddish brown; 
stem 15-35 x 1-2 mm, cylindrical, reddish brown with paler top and darker base. Sp ovoid to 
± rhomboid, thin-walled, with a distinct germ pore; cheilocystida ± lageniform with taper-
ing apex. On woody and herbaceous debris, rarely on dung; spring to autumn; very com-
mon in temp., occasional in hemib.-suba.; DK (LC), IS, NO, SE (LC). – B&K 4:445, Däh 613, 
GBW 4:398, Lud 72.18, Phil 251d, •. 
P. crobulus (Fr.) Singer  (P. inquilinus (Fr.: Fr.) Bres. var. crobulus (Fr.) Høil.)

22. Veil finely fibrillose, sometimes covering the cap or appendiculate; sp not  
distinctly flattened 23

 - Veil absent or very scanty; sp ± distinctly flattened 24
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23. Sp 9-11(-12) x 4.5-5.5 µm, ellipsoid to narrowly amygdaloid. Cap 10-15(-20) mm, low conical 
to convex, dry, not peeling, ochraceous brown to ochraceous yellow, hygrophanous, with 
ramnants of finely fibrillose, white veil at margin; gills broadly adnate; stem 15-30 x 1-2.5 
mm, cylindrical, finely fibrillose to flocculose, reddish brown towards base. Sp not distinctly 
flattened, with a ± distinct germ pore, thin-walled; cheilocystidia ± lageniform. On paety 
soil; summer; very rare or overlooked in suba.; FO (Göte). – FND 4: pl. 3, Lud 72.17. 
P. subfusispora (F.H. Møller) E. Horak  (Naematoloma s. F.H. Møller, Galerina s. (F.H. Møller) 
E. Horak, Phaeogalera s. (F.H. Møller) Bon) 

 - Sp 6.5-8 x 4-5 µm, ellipsoid to ovoid. Cap 3-12 mm, hemispherical to convex, later plane, 
usually with a small umbo, dry, not peeling, reddish brown, hygrophanous, veil finely fi-
brillose, covering the cap and sometimes appendiculate; gills broadly adnate to short decur-
rent, becoming deep brown; stem 8-50 x 1-2 mm, cylindrical, finely fibrillose to flocculose, 
yellow brown at top, darker reddish brown towards base. Sp not distinctly flattened, with a 
small, but distinct germ pore, thin-walled to slightly thick-walled; cheilocystidia ± lageni-
form. On herbaceous debris or soil in meadows, rarely on dung; spring to autumn; rare in 
bore.; NO (STr: Trondheim), SE. – FND 4: pl. 3, Lud 72.17. 
P. apelliculosa P.D. Orton

24. Sp with a distinct, up to 1(-1.5) µm broad germ pore. Cap 3-25 mm, hemispherical to con-
vex, later plane, often with a small umbo, dry to slightly viscid, not peeling, dark reddish 
brown to reddish brown, translucently striate in outer part, hygrophanous, with or without 
scanty veil; gills broadly adnate, becoming dull reddish brown; stem 10-30 x 1-2 mm, cylin-
drical, yellowish brown in upper part, with darker base. Sp 6-8.5 x 4-5.5 x 4-5 µm, ovoid to 
± rhomboid, thin-walled; cheilocystidia ± lageniform. On dead leaves of grasses and litter in 
grassland, at roadsides, and in places influenced by dung; spring to autumn; occasional in 
temp.; DK (LC), SE. – Lud 72.23. 
P. subviscida (Peck) Kauffman var. subviscida 
var. velata Noordel. (P. bullacea (Bull.: Fr.) P. Kumm. s. auct.) differs in having fibrillose and 
denticulate patches of veil on the cap and more thick-walled spores. Rare in temp. and arc./
alp.; DK, NO (Hord: Ulvik, Nordl: Rana). – B&K 4:442, GBW 4:405, M&J 3.

 - Sp with a very small or indistinct germ pore see P. micropora 26

25. Sp strongly rhomboid in front view. Cap 5-25 mm, bell-shaped, later plane, mostly with an 
umbo, dark reddish brown, hygrophanous, at margin often with appendiculate veil; gills 
adnate to emarginate, sordid yellowish brown to violaceous grey; stem 20-60 x 1-3 mm, 
cylindrical, yellowish brown in upper part, reddish brown to blackish brown towards base, 
silvery fibrillose. Sp 6-7.5 x 5-6.5 x 4-4.5 µm, thick-walled, with a distinct germ pore; cheilo-
cystidia lageniform to fusiform. On remnants of deciduous and coniferous wood, including 
sawdust in forests, often on damp ground; spring to autumn; occasional in bore.-arc./alp., 
rare in temp.-hemib.; FI (LC), NO (LC), SE (LC). – B&K 4:450, C&D 1284 (as modesta), GBW 
4:402, Lud 72.20, R&H 452, •. 
P. phyllogena (Sacc.) Peck  (P. rhombispora (Britzelm.) Sacc.)

 - Sp not distinctly rhomboid in front view 26

26. Sp with a small or indistinct germ pore. Cap 5-16 mm, low conical, later convex to low con-
vex with an umbo, dry, not peeling, reddish brown, slightly translucently striate at margin, 
hygrophanous, at margin often with arachnoid-fibrillose veil remnants; gills broadly adnate, 
rarely short decurrent, becoming reddish brown; stem 10-25 x 1-2 mm, cylindrical or with wid-
ened base, yellowish brown in upper part, reddish brown towards base. Sp 5.5-7.5 x 4.5-6 x 4-
5.5 µm, slightly thick-walled, ovoid to almost mitriform in face view (fig. 849C); cheilocystidia 
± lageniform. On soil or mosses, among grasses or on strongly decayed dung; summer; rare or 
overlooked in temp.-southern bore.; DK (EJyl: Randers), FI (DD, U: Helsinki, EH: Juupajoki). 
P. micropora Noordel. & Verduin

 - Sp with a distinct, often rather large germ pore 27

Vesterholt, J. 2008. Psilocybe. – In: Knudsen, H. & Vesterholt, J. (eds.): Funga Nordica, 844-851. 
Pdf version from MycoKey 3.1. © Nordsvamp 2008 and the author(s).



#

27. Veil leaving fibrillose and denticulate patches on the cap see P. subviscida var. velata 23
 - Veil very fugacious 28

28. Gills adnate to short decurrent; stem 10-40 x 1-2.5 mm. Cap 5-15 mm, hemispherical to low 
convex with or without an umbo, viscid, reddish brown, translucently striate at margin, 
hygrophanous, drying pale buff; gills brown to blackish brown; stem cylindrical, fibrillose, 
yellowish brown to reddish brown. Sp 7-9 x 5-6 x 4.5-6 µm, ovoid, thick-walled, with a dis-
tinct germ pore (fig. 849D); cheilocystidia lageniform with a tapering neck. Among mosses, 
often Polytrichum, among Empetrum, etc. in forests and open land, often at roadsides, often 
on sandy soil; all year; very common in temp.-arc./alp.; DK (LC), FI (LC), FO, IS, NO (LC), SE 
(LC). – GBW 4:401, Lud 72.16, Phil 252c, R&H 453, Ves 315, •. 
P. montana (Pers.: Fr.) P. Kumm.  (P. physaloides (Bull.: Fr.) Quél. s. auct. p.p.) 
Note: P. chionophila Lamoure, a parasite on Polytrichum with slightly more flattened sp, is common in 
alpine habitats and is possibly distinct. NO – AAF 1:29.

 - Gills adnexed; stem 50-90 x 1-2 mm. Cap 10-20 mm, conical, later bell-shaped to expanded, 
viscid, dull yellowish brown to sepia, hygrophanous, translucently striate in outer part, 
with remnants of veil; gills adnexed, becoming sordid brown; stem cylindrical buff to 
brownish, whitish fibrillose. Sp 8-10.5 x 4.5-6 µm, ellipsoid, thick-walled, with distinct germ 
pore; cheilocystidia lageniform with acute apex. In coniferous forests on litter or pieces of 
rotting wood, but also on wood chips; summer to autumn; occasional but locally common 
in hemib.-bore., rare in temp.; FI (LC), NO (LC, AA: Grimstad), SE. – GBW 4:405, Lud 72.19, 
M&J 4. 
P. silvatica (Peck) Singer & A.H. Sm.  (Phaeogalera medullosa (Bres.) M.M. Moser, P. tenax (Fr.) 
Kühner & Romagn. s. auct.)
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