
Collybia (Fr.) Staude MACHIEL NOORDELOOS

Microcollybia Lennox

Frb small, collybioid. Cap up to 20 mm, often radially wrinkled, white or whitish. Gills narrowly 
adnate, medium spaced to crowded, white to pale brown or yellowish brown. Stem filiform, pru-
inose, at least in lower half, often hairy at base, often deeply rooting to sclerotia in the substrate. 
Smell indistinct. Taste indistinct. Sp deposit white.
 Sp up to 7 µm long, ellipsoid, hyaline, without iodine reactions. Cheilocystidia inconspicuous or 
absent. Pileipellis an (ixo-)cutis. Pigment absent or very pale, intracellular. Clamps abundant.
 Saprotrophic?, fruiting on mummified remains of fleshy mushrooms, often on members of Rus-
sulaceae, but also on other agarics, polypores or in humus with host decayed beyond recognition.
 Three species in the Nordic countries.

Lit: Antonín & Noordeloos 1997, 2008, Gröger 2006.

1. Sclerotium absent. Cap 4-15 mm, convex, sometimes with small papilla, white to very pale 
greyish brown with slightly darker centre; gills medium spaced, white to creamy white; 
stem 20-50 x 0.5-3 mm, pruinose at base with radiating, white mycelial hairs. Sp 4.5-6(-7) x 
(2.5-)3-3.5 µm, ellipsoid (fig. 403A); pileipellis sometimes with scattered coralloid terminal 
elements. In groups on mummified remnants of fleshy mushroom or in humus, in various 
vegetation types but especially in open, nutrient poor areas; summer to autumn; very com-
mon in temp.-suba., rare in arc./alp.; DK (LC), FI (LC), IS, NO (LC), SE (LC). – A&N 97:16, B&K 
3:201, Cet 1033, Ves 223, •. 
C. cirrata (Pers.) Quél.  (‘cirrhata’)

 - Sclerotium present 2

2. Sclerotium yellow, ochraceous to yellow orange, ellipsoid to subglobose, with cortex of ± 
globose, thin-walled, yellow elements; cheilocystidia absent; coralloid elements present in 
pileipellis. Cap 5-20 mm, convex to low convex, with small papilla or centrally depressed, 
smooth or finely wrinkled, glabrous to (sub)pubescent, whitish to very pale grey; gills 
medium spaced to crowded, very pale cream or flesh-coloured; stem 20-50 x 0.5-1.5 mm. 
Sp 4.5-6(-7) x (2.5-)3-3.5 µm, ellipsoid. In groups on mummified remnants of fleshy agarics; 
summer to autumn; common in temp.-hemib., occasional in bore., rare in suba.; DK (LC), FI 
(LC), IS, NO (LC), SE (LC). – A&N 97:19, B&K3 202, Cet 1472, GBW 3:200, R&H 318, •. 
C. cookei (Bres.) J.D. Arnold

 - Sclerotium dark brown, purplish brown, ellipsoid, fusiform or phaseoliform, with a cortex 
of thick-walled, brown, short and broad hyphae; cheilocystidia present but scattered; coral-
loid elements absent in pileipellis. Cap 5-20 mm, convex to low convex, with small papilla 
or centrally depressed, smooth or finely wrinkled, glabrous to (sub)pubescent, whitish, at 
centre sometimes tinged ochre or brown; gills medium spaced to crowded, very pale cream 
or flesh-coloured; stem 20-40(-45) x 0.7-1.5 mm. Sp 4.5-6.5 x 2.5-3.5 µm, ellipsoid. In groups 
on mummified remnants of fleshy mushrooms or on polypores such as Meripilus giganteus; 
summer to autumn; very common in temp.-bore., occasional in suba., rare in arc./alp.; DK 
(LC), FI (LC), IS, NO (LC), SE (LC). – A&N 97:13, B&K 3:203, Cet 544, Däh 312, R&H 317, •. 
C. tuberosa (Bull.: Fr.) P. Kumm.
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Spores: Collybia cirrata.


