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Catathelasma ventricosa (Peck) Singer
ROD name Catathelasma ventricosa

Family Tricholomataceae Morphological Habit  mushroom

Description:  CAP 70-200 (-380) mm in diam., convex to broadly convex with enrolled to
incurved margin; surface dull, dry, glabrous, subareolate in age; white or dirty pale gray,
often in age with gray-brown patches but not scaly. GILLS  decurrent, crowded, white to
pale tan. STEM  50-150 x 25-60 mm, central, equal above a tapered base, rooting, glabrous to
appressed-fibrillose, dull, dry, solid, hard, white to yellow-brown, annulate; partial veil
superior, persistent, two layered, membranous, somewhat elastic, white, leaving a narrow
annulus and often an appendiculate margin; volva absent. ODOR not distinct or slightly
farinaceous. TASTE mild to unpleasant-farinaceous. PILEIPELLIS  of subgelatinous, hyaline
(often with gray-brown contents) hyphae 4-6 µm in diam. BASIDIA  34-44 x 6-8 µm, clavate,
(2-3) 4 spored. CYSTIDIA  absent. CLAMP  CONNECTIONS absent. SPORES ellipsoid, 8-12 (-14) x
4-4.5 (-5.5) µm, smooth, hyaline, amyloid, spore print white.

Distinguishing Features: Catathelasma ventricosa is characterized by  large fruiting
bodies with broadly convex, dry, white to pale grey caps, decurrent gills hidden by a
membranous partial veil until maturity, a large, thick, hard, white stem rooting deep into the
soil, a superior ragged membranous annulus, and association with conifers. It is most closely
allied with the often sympatric C. imperialis, which differs in forming a dark brown to yellow-
brown, subviscid cap, and longer spores (11-14 µm long). Catathelasma ventricosa may be confused in the field with
Tricholoma magnivelare; however, the latter species is easily distinguished by its strong spicy-sweet odor, less tough
mushrooms, and inamyloid spores.

Distribution : Pacific Northwest southward to northern California and in the Rocky Mountains and Southwestern
mountains. CALIFORNIA , Del Norte Co., Redwood National Park, Alder Camp Rd. at Rugg Grove; Fort Dick, near
Lake Earl State Wildlife Area; Six Rivers National Forest, Wilson Creek Rd., about 8 km north of Klamath off Hwy. 101;
Crescent City; Smith River; Humboldt  Co., Big Lagoon County Park; Patrick’s Point State Park; OREGON, Coos Co.,
South Slough Estuarine Research Reserve; Winchester Forest; Linn  Co., Willamette National Forest (WNF), Lost
Prairie campground; WNF, Three Pyramids; Tillamook  Co., Oswald West State Park; WASHINGTON , Clallam Co.,
Olympic National Park, Lake Angeles; Pierce Co., Mount Rainier National Park, Upper Tahoma Creek; Skamania Co.,
Gifford Pinchot National Forest, Takhlahk Lake campground.

Substrate and Habitat: Solitary, scattered, rooting in deep humus under conifers (primarily Abies and Picea).

Season: Autumn.

References:  Arora, D. 1991. All that the rain promises and more. Berkeley, CA: Ten Speed Press. 262 p. Phillips, R.
1991. Mushrooms of North America. Boston, MA: Little, Brown and Co. 319 p.
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