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Asterophora lycoperdoides (Bull.) Ditmar ex S. F. Gray
ROD name Asterophora lycoperdoides

Family Tricholomataceae Morphological Habit  fungal parasite

Description:  CAP 10-20 (-30) mm in diam., globose with an enrolled margin when young,
expanding with age to hemispherical or broadly convex; surface at first white
to buff and fibrillose to farinose, soon becoming areolate and the fibrillose covering
remaining only in patches on the cap and remaining intact along the margin, but dis-
appearing entirely in age, revealing a cinnamon to dull brown powdery mass; in age, entire
surface covered with a powdery mass of chlamydospores. ODOR AND TASTE farinaceous.
GILLS  often poorly developed, absent in some sporocarps, when present adnate, distant,
narrow, thick, seldom forked, white to pale grey with obtuse, concolorous edges. STEM

10-30 x 3-10 mm, central, equal to clavate, often curved, stuffed to hollow, dull,
appressed-fibrillose to downy, white overall. PILEIPELLIS  a cutis of loosely interwoven,
hyaline hyphae 3-6 µm in diam. CLAMP  CONNECTIONS present. SPORES ellipsoid, (3.5) 4-7 x
2-4 µm, smooth, hyaline, inamyloid, cyanophilic, thin walled, not formed in many
sporocarps. CHLAMYDOSPORES globose to subglobose or ovoid, bluntly spinose or with
long, cylindrical to irregular verrucae, 11-20 x 10-18 µm, thick walled, brown.

Distinguishing Features: The small, white, parasitic sporocarps with a fibrillose cap
surface that soon converts to a cinnamon-brown powdery mass of chlamydospores are diagnostic
for the species.

Distribution : Widespread but locally uncommon in the Northern Hemisphere. CALIFORNIA , Del Norte Co.,
Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park, 48.3 km north of Eureka; OREGON, Lane Co., Willamette National Forest,
Lookout Point Reservoir; Kitsap Co., Seabeck, Hood Canal; Mason Co., Olympic National Forest, Olympic Mountains,
Lake Cushman.

Substrate and Habitat:  In gregarious clusters on rotting sporocarps of Russula  spp. (especially the R.
dissimulans—R. nigricans complex) and Lactarius spp. in forests.

Season:  Autumn.

References:  Breitenbach, J.; Kränzlin, F. 1991. Fungi of Switzerland. Lucerne, Switzerland: Mycological Society of
Lucerne. 361 p. Vol. 3. Phillips, R. 1981. Mushrooms and other fungi of Great Britain and Europe. London, United
Kingdom: Pan Books, Ltd. 288 p.
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