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PREFACE

Polypores are tough or woody fungi found chiefly on wood in
the form of brackets of various shapes and sizes, the fruiting
surface being composed of tubes or furrows. Sometimes the
walls of these tubes split with age and the hymenium appears
spiny, resembling the hydnums; sometimes the furrows change
with age to appear like gills. When the fruit-body is perennial,
the tubes are often arranged in layers. The family may be
divided into four groups, the resupinates, the annual poroid
species, the perennial poroid species, and the agaric-like species.
The resupinate species cannot be satisfactorily studied without
the advantages of a large herbarium and are therefore omitted
here, but some of the larger specics of the other groups are com-
paratively easy.

Polypores as a class are very destructive to trees and timber.
On the other hand, one species possesses medicinal properties,
some of the encrusted species supply tinder, and several of the
more juicy ones are excellent for food if collected when young.
The only species recognized as poisonous is the medicinal one,
Fomes Laricis, and it is so tough and bitter that no one would
think of eating it.

Polypores arc very easily collected and preserved and they
largely retain their characters when dried, which makes them
excellent objects for class study during the winter months.
Many of them, also, remain iz sitx during the winter in perfect
condition for collecting. As a group, they lend themselves
remarkably well to studies in gross and minute anatomy, vari-
ation, adaptation, and injurious effects on trees and structural
timbers.

North America may be convenicently divided into five regions:
(1) eastern Canada and the northern United States southward
to the southern boundaries of Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri, and
Kansas, and westward to the western boundaries of Kansas,
Nebraska, and the Dakotas; (2) the southern United States,
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including North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas,
Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia,
and the northern portion of Florida; (3) the Rocky Mountain
region, including the remainder of the western United States
and Canada with the exception of states bordering on the
Pacific Ocean; {4) the far West, including California, Oregon,
Washington, British Columbia, and Alaska; and (35) tropical
North America, including Mexico, Central America, southern
Florida, the Bermudas, the West Indies, and all other islands
between North America and South America with the exception
of Trinidad.

In all these regions, there is an abundance of work still to
be done before our knowledge of the polypores is complete, and
it is believed that the publication of a series of books treating the
species of each region separately will stimulate effort in this
direction.

The terms here used to express the abundance of a species are
“rare’ or “‘occasional,”” “rather frequent,” “frequent,’” “‘rather
common,” ‘‘common,” “very common,” and ‘“extremely
common.” For the sake of brevity, certain liberties have been
taken with the term “brown,” especially in the keys, where it is
often used as a general term for some shade of yellowish-brown
or brown. In the same way, allowances must be made for the
term “throughout” when used to indicate occurrence, which
does not imply the actual presence of a given species on every
snowcapped mountain or every treeless prairie within the region.

A few species described in recent years are not here included
because they would require citation and discussion beyond our
present scope. There is good reason to believe, also, that two
or three European species not here listed occur rarely in our
region, but an exact statement regarding their occurrence
requires additional field work.

W. A. MURRILL.
NEW York BoTanicaL GARDEN,
October 13, 19014.






































































































































































































